Cal’s Report for National Dog Day
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Cal stood proudly at the front of the classroom, holding his neatly written report.
“Today,” he began, “I want to share a story about dogs—because August 26 is National
Dog Day!”

He took a deep breath and smiled at his classmates.

“National Dog Day was founded in 2004 by Colleen Paige, an animal behaviorist and
author. The idea was simple but powerful: celebrate all the ways dogs help us and
remind people to adopt dogs in need of homes. Since then, people all across the country
have marked this day with kindness, celebrations, and, of course, belly rubs for their
pups.

But dogs aren’t just pets. They’ve been companions to humans for thousands of years.
Long ago, wolves began following groups of people, and over time, those wolves
became the first domesticated dogs. From then on, dogs worked alongside people to
hunt, guard, herd animals, and even provide warmth on cold nights.

History is full of famous dogs. Balto, a Siberian Husky, helped carry medicine through a
blizzard to save children in Alaska in 1925. Sergeant Stubby, a stray dog, became the
most decorated war dog of World War I, warning soldiers of danger and boosting
morale. Even Laika, a small stray from Moscow, became the first living creature to orbit
the Earth when she went into space aboard Sputnik 2 in 1957.

Today, dogs do amazing jobs. They guide people who cannot see, comfort people who
feel anxious or sad, and even sniff out things like medical conditions or dangerous
materials. Of course, most dogs are happiest being loyal friends at home, wagging their
tails at the front door when their families return.

So, when we celebrate National Dog Day, we’re not just thinking about cute puppies.
We’re honoring their history, their hard work, and their special bond with humans.
Whether they’re famous heroes or just the dog that curls up on the couch beside us,
every dog deserves to be loved and respected.

That,” Cal concluded, “is why National Dog Day is so important. It’s a day to say ‘thank
you’ to our furry best friends.”

His classmates clapped, and Cal sat down with a grin, glad to have shared a little bit of
history—and a lot of love for dogs.
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National Dog Day - Writing Prompt

Prompt:

Imagine you could spend one whole day with a very special dog. This could be a real
dog (like your pet or a friend’s pet), a famous dog from history (like Balto or Sergeant
Stubby), or even an imaginary dog with amazing powers.

* Where would you go together?
* What adventures would you have?
* How would this dog help you or make your day special?

* At the end of the day, how would you celebrate your bond with the dog?

Challenge Option:

Use notebook paper and write a short newspaper article about your day with the dog, as
if you were a reporter. Include a headline and describe why your story would inspire
others to celebrate National Dog Day.
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