Lesson Plan — Geography
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This lesson helps students move beyond simply memorizing places to understanding how geographical
factors influence global connections.

Objective
Students will be able to:

1. Define globalization from a geographical perspective (e.g., movement of goods, ideas, people).

2. Identify key geographical factors (e.g., location, physical features, infrastructure) that facilitate
or hinder global connectivity.

3. Analyze the geographical path of a modern commodity (e.g., a smartphone or a t-shirt) and its
global impact.

Duration

This can be tailored from a single 60-minute session to three 45-minute sessions.

I. Introduction: What is Geography? (15 min)

* Activity: Ask students: "If Geography is the study of where things are, why does the where
matter?"

* Discussion: Guide the discussion toward the idea that location isn't just a point on a map—it's
about access, resources, climate, and connection.

* Key Concept: Introduce Spatial Thinking—the ability to visualize, understand, and interpret
the relationships between locations.

I1. Geographical Drivers of Globalization (20 min)

A. Physical Geography & Connectivity

* Resources: Discuss how the distribution of natural resources (e.g., oil, minerals, fertile land)
dictates trade and global dependencies.

* Barriers & Facilitators: Use a map to show how physical features act as both barriers and
facilitators:

* Barriers: Mountain ranges (Himalayas, Andes) or deserts make trade difficult.

* Facilitators: Navigable Rivers (Mississippi, Rhine) and Oceans provide cheap
transport.

* Crucial Connection: Discuss the vital role of chokepoints like the Suez Canal and the
Panama Canal in speeding up global shipping routes.
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B. Human Geography & Infrastructure

* Infrastructure: Discuss the Auman creations that overcome physical barriers and shrink the
world:

* Ports and Airports: Where are the world's busiest container ports (e.g., Shanghai,
Singapore) located and why? Their location is key to global supply chains.

* Internet Cables: Where are the submarine internet cables laid? Show a diagram of
how these cables often follow the same paths as 19th-century telegraph cables or modern
shipping routes.

II1. Case Study: The Global Journey of a Product (45 min)

This is the central, lasting part of the lesson.

* The Commodity: Choose a common, everyday item, such as a T-shirt or a Smartphone.

* The Task: Divide the class into small groups, assigning each group a stage of the supply chain
for the chosen product.

Group Focus Geographical Question to Answer
1: Raw Cotton/Lith Where is the raw material sourced? (e.g., West Texas, China, Congo).
Materials ium What is the climate/geography like there?
12\/:[anufac turi Assembly  Where is the product assembled? (e.g., Vietnam, Bangladesh, China).
ng Plant Why is the labor force and infrastructure here beneficial?
3: Shippin What is the fastest/cheapest way to get the finished product from the
Transportati ROlIl)tI:‘, g factory to the consumer (e.g., across the Pacific Ocean)? Which ports or
on canals are essential?
4: . . .

f?
Consumptio Market Where is the'pr(')duct ultimately sold.(e. g., North America, Europe)? How
I does this region's wealth/geography influence demand?

* Presentation & Mapping: Each group presents their findings, and the class collectively traces
the journey on a large world map, using different colored markers to show the path of the
product.

* Synthesis Question: At what point could a single geographical event (a drought, a shipping
accident, a political conflict) disrupt this entire chain?

IV. Conclusion & Lasting Impact (10 min)

* Debrief: Revisit the initial question: "Why does the where matter?"
* Geography in Daily Life: Emphasize that every item they own, every piece of information
they consume, and every price they pay is the result of a complex geographical calculation.

Geography isn't just about maps; it's about the patterns and processes that shape their
world.
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