National Civic Pride Day: Classroom Learning Outline
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I. Introduction: What is Civic Pride?
* A. Definition & Core Idea:

* Civic Pride: A feeling of pride, ownership, and responsibility for one's own
city, town, school, or neighborhood.

* It is the opposite of indifference; it means caring about the shared spaces and
shared future of your community.

* B. The Community (The "Civic"):

 It's not just the country or the state. The most important community is often the
one you see every day:

* Your School (Classroom, hallways, playground).
* Your Neighborhood (Park, library, local shops).
* Your Town/City.

* C.The "Why'": Why is Civic Pride Important?

* It makes a community better and safer (people care about litter, property, and
each other).

* It brings people together (working on a shared goal).

* It encourages good citizenship (volunteering, voting, speaking up).

I1. Pillars of Civic Engagement
* A. Personal Responsibility (The Small Actions):
* Keeping it Clean: Not littering, picking up trash, reporting damage.

* Respecting Rules/Spaces: Following school rules, respecting public property
(like the library or parks).

* Being Civil: Being polite to neighbors and fellow students, even when
disagreeing (Civic Virtue: Humility & Integrity).

* B. Collective Action (The Big Actions):

* Volunteering: Helping at a local food bank, school clean-up day, or mentoring
younger students.

* Community Voice: Participating in a student council election, writing a letter to a
local leader about a needed change (e.g., a crosswalk, new books for the library).
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* Celebrating Local History/Heroes: Learning about the important people or
events that shaped your town or city.

III. Activity: The "Community Impact Project"

This section moves from theory to practice, allowing students to apply what they've
learned.

* A. Identify a Challenge (Brainstorming):

* As aclass or in small groups, identify one specific problem in the school,
playground, or local area that hurts civic pride.

* Examples: The cafeteria tables are always messy, the fence around the school
garden needs repair; the neighborhood park has graffiti.

* B. Develop a Solution (Action Plan):

* Design a simple, realistic action plan for how students could solve or improve the
problem.

* Key Questions: Who will be involved? What supplies are needed? When will it
happen?

* C. Present & Pledge (Commitment):
* Each group presents their idea.
* The class votes on the best/most realistic project.

* The class commits to making one change that demonstrates their renewed sense
of civic pride.

IV. Conclusion & Reflection
* A. Discussion Questions:

* How did you feel about your community before this lesson? How do you feel
now?

* What is one thing you can do every day (not just on Civic Pride Day) to show
your pride in your school/town?

* How is showing civic pride similar to being a good friend or family member?

* B. Wrap-up: Civic pride is a feeling that leads to action. Every person, no matter their
age, has the power to make their corner of the world better.
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