Pretend To Be A Time Traveler - Class Lessons
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1. History & Social Studies: The Reporter from the Past/Future

Grade Level Activity Focus
Students choose an era (e.g., Medieval Times, 1950s,
Elementary A Day in the Pioneer life). They draw a picture of a person from that time
(K-5) Past Interview and write down 3-5 questions they would ask them. They
then pretend to be that person and answer the questions.
Introduce the concept of a time travel paradox (like the
grandfather paradox). Students choose a pivotal historical
Paradox & event (e.g., the invention of the printing press, a famous
Middle Impact: The battle, the signing of a key document). Their task is to write
School (6-8) Time Traveler's a short journal entry detailing a visit to that time and a small,
Warning unintentional change they made. They then write a
paragraph about the huge, negative impact that small
change has on their present day.
Assign students (or small groups) a famous historical figure
(e.g., Leonardo da Vinci, Marie Curie, Martin Luther King
Historical Jr.). They must research the figure and the major issues of
High School _. their time. The student then acts as that historical figure,
Figure Press . " "
(9-12) having been "transported" to our modern classroom. The
Conference

rest of the class are modern journalists asking them
questions about their life and their reaction to modern
technology and world events.
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2. Science & Technology: Building the Machine

Grade Level Activity
Time Machine
Elementary .
(K-5) Design
Challenge
Middle The Physics of
School (6-8) Time Travel
High School _uture
(9-12) Technology
Blueprint

Focus

Students use recycled materials (cardboard, construction
paper, foil, etc.) to design and "build" a model of a time
machine. They must label at least three special features
(e.g., a "Past/Future Dial," a "Re-entry Stabilizer," or a
"Snack Dispenser") and explain how their machine works.

Explore the difference between time dilation (from Einstein's
theory of relativity) and true time travel. Students research
key concepts like light speed, wormholes, or theoretical
particles. They then write a persuasive essay: "Can
Humans Achieve True Time Travel?" using scientific
evidence to support their claim.

Students project 50 or 100 years into the future and design a
detailed blueprint for a new technology that does not yet
exist. This must be a realistic (even if theoretical) concept,
complete with a detailed explanation of its function, the
scientific principles behind it, and its ethical implications for
society.
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3. Language Arts & Creative Writing: The Visitor

Grade Level

Elementary
(K-5)

Middle
School (6-8)

High School
(9-12)

Activity

Future Me
Portrait and
Story

The Time
Traveler's
Guide to the
Present

Narrative:
First Contact

Focus

Students draw a picture of themselves 10, 15, or 20 years in
the future, including their job, clothing, and environment. They
write a short story or a series of captions describing their day
in the future.

The students pretend they are a time traveler from the year
2350 who has just arrived in 2025. They must write a
guidebook for their fellow travelers on how to blend in or
survive in the "primitive" year 2025. The guide should include
tips on: Slang, Technology Misuse (like sniffing earbuds or
talking into a calculator), Fashion, and Daily Rituals.

Students write a short story (300-500 words) about a moment
of First Contact—the moment a time traveler from the far-
future or deep-past meets a person from the present day. The
story should focus on the communication breakdown, the
shock of the time traveler, and the cultural differences.
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